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As I start each year's IJessletters I have made the habit of thanking you all for 
being members and .s:upporting me. Although it f:s ��w june this in effect is the first 
Nessletter of 1990·;' I fell bel}ind with them during the latt er half of ,last. year. I am 
now trying to catch -up, not realiy suc·ceeding, but �11 go ort. ·:trying. One of our newer 
members rec.ently congx:-atulated me on my foresight fifteen. years ·figo in setting up the 
!-less Information Servi-ce. As I nointed ou.t in a much earlier. IJessletter I hesitated 
for' a long time before t embarked on the I�ts.·. ± did not find writing easy, it is �'-' .. ·i-:-'-l­
obvious that I still do not, and I was anXious to provide a worthwhile service to 
members who subscribed. I had experience at the loch , I had �layed a part in some of 
the expeditions mounted by the Loch Uess Investi gati on , working alongside 'i'im Dinsdale 
in 19?0 and 1971, I had friends there and contacts with some of the people who con­
tinued the investigatiQn ; but I was unsure. If I had had foresight perhaps I would not 
ha\te started c I was worried about providing a good source of information at the l.time, 
but I did not think that having set �t in motion I w ould stil� be doing it sixteen · 
years later • I did· not give much thought to the future of the Hessletters. However · 
I did begin wri tin g the Nessletters, . and, despi te the anxi ety each one brings, I am 
happy I did. �e response I receive from members is encouraging, most of you ·seem like 
old friends, and there are many, many, thank you notes popped in ,..ri th subscriptions·. 
Althpugh I su�pose over the years those pe6ple who did not enjoy the I1essletters , or 
did not feel it was p;roviding what they wanted, did no-t write t'o say so; they just let 
their subscription lapse. While on the subject of subscriptions, tl; 'J:Y' ·-..vili remain the 

·,. same for the coming year, but postal charges are set to increase. I wish I could 
produce a free Nessletter, but that Will.

have to wait until the_ 'pools' or a lottery 
comes . up. r-1eanwhile I am making certain that each ·member receiv es at least six issues 
per subscription , to take Cal"e of the hiatus with the Hessletter $. 'Ehank you all for 
being members, especially those who h�ve ·w±-i ttan ·With. hew s · ·and views, and fo� being 
�atient;. I have one .or two ite.ms that have been on f:i.ie fo� �om� time to bC)gin With. 

Loose Ends 
Wellington: In- September 1985· the- remai ns . of· the Wellington bomber ·I�980 'R for 

Robert' were recovered from Loch I1ess. It had lain th ere since ditching in the loch 
on I�ew Year'� Eve 194o. On 3rd September·l989 a commemorative plaque .was unveiled by 
Bill Wright. Phe plaque is set in a cairn on the first lay-by af�er Lochend , on the 
A82, Fort William road. f.lr \tlright, who wa:s wireless operator on the Wellington, is one 
�f tw o crew members still living. He was assisted by four former pupils of Drumsmittal 
Primary s'chool. Over 7.0 Wellington enthusiasts and members 9f. the L9ch Ne·ss Wellington 
Association were there for the ceremony. The RAF. provided two guards of honour for the 
occasion. A RAF Himrod aircraft 'and a Sea King helico-pter provided a fly-past, the 
helicopter �isp1aying the RAF flag com·�ing low over the water. While that was happening 
a cruiser, sounding.its siren, laid a weighted wreath on the loch, which as it sank, 
left the surface covered with individual carnations. ?he wreath was in memory of 
Sgt Fenshome , a tr�nee wireless operator on the flight •. _ Sgt Fenshome baled out with 
five other members of the crew, before the·aircraft was ditched, but his parachute did 
not open properly and he was killed. The plaque carries _ details of the accident and 
recovery. It is . hoped . that visitors will take. the time to read it and remember those 
who lost their lives, not only on operational missions, but ·also on ·training fli ghts. 
'i'hey were using old, poorly maintain�d, aircra�t. l·lr Wright said, ttr_lthere were nine of 
us wi�eless operators who came up to Lossiemouth squadrons but only two or us went back. 
�e rest were killed on •training flights'." 

Viadu�t 
On 11th Hay 1990 the ne\-1 rail bridge was opened across the River He ss, It was 

fifteen months and £3.5 million since the old 127 year old viaduct had been mrept away 
by the floods of 6th/7th February 1989. For the first official crossing a Sprinter 156 
twin unit train was used. It was driven by the Scottish Secretary of State Malcolm 
Rifkind, and was p acked with a host of invited guests� ScotRail made the most of the 
day, with speeches, pipers, blasts on the �whistle, and. sight seers cheering from 
both banks of the river. The bridge was completed on · time and is said· to represent the 
commitments of Sc otRail to the economic development of the Highlands. �his historic 
re-connection of the r�st of Britain to the Horth of Scot land received very little 
coverage south of the border, as usual. It was also met with some reserva�ions by the 
Scotland _,Against Huclear Dum'fj�ng group. '£he · convener,. Lorraine ·Nann, releasi�g a 
letter report ed to be from Hr Bleq.sdale, director of Scotbil, claiming that �otRail 
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was in .. negotiation with IJirex about tpe transport of nu6lear waste to the Dounreay 
site; should ·it be chosen as the sit�·for deep disposal of nuclear ¥aste. �his being 
the reason, ScotRail had been so qtiicii· to r·eplace the bridge. Whatever your point of 
view, it is good that the Highlands _

. 
a;re one� again part of. th� railway ne�work. As a 

footno�e to· �his item, the· following: 1\.fter the February floods o� 1989 f�e 'experts' 
were saying, it sh9uld.not happen again for an�th�r fift�� years, very. e�qeptional 
circumstances, most UJ).u�al, etc'. ·:tn Fepr�ary 1990, within one day of the. year after 

·the .1989 �loads, floc;>d \>larr.dngs 'we·re out· .··�n Po_rt l�Ugustus, the water w�s ��thin a foot 
of floodin� th�'same area as last· year; th� loch and rivers were weil'up 1n level and 
the River Itess was in danger ·or· brealP-1?-g its banks. . . 

. · . .· 

· · · · · . 
r 

Bristol·Qhannel · · 
. , 

. After the repol,'t· in IITS· 9Z. of :9 _E . . Holloway!s·visit to Weston�super ... nare, I 
·:2recei'ved a letter from Val Smith concerning a. story he had been told· as a student 

te�cher at Caerleon Coll�ge . in ·aw.ent. As part qf his training he attended a J��or 
School in-UeW:por.t, Gwent, every day for a ·fortnight. ,He is.sure the date was Uovember 
19qQ � as 'it was. hi·s first teaching practice. One day in the staff room conversation 
came x:0und _to holidays. · Val· had · been on expedi.tian to .. Loch He ss in the ·July,' and he 
mentioned it. E;Kpecting the usu� silly little jokes and·t�e cynical smiles; but no! 
One o� the staff. told him that �e and ·a colie�gue, who was sitting opposite, .always 
travelled ·together· by train l.n .the mornings. Ol1e day as the train was crossing a · 

.
. 

bridge over th� mouth of the Iti��r. Usk he was looking out 0f the window and saw, 
standing in tp� mud, a long ne9ked creature of considerable sizee He just had time 

· to ·dra� his colleague .1 .s  .attention to' it. before . the tr�in was over the bridge and it 
·was lost. from sight. Val re�em�ers . hio. turning to

.
his colleague who confirmed that· 

he too.'had seen it. Ho. details �.r ot-her information. Prom what was· said Val . suggests 
that the incide�t took p1ac€ som�time late in· ·1959 ; and the telling remains vivid in 

.his memory. Wh�t has astonish�·him· is that checkine. on a map, he .fo��d Weaton-super­
f.lare almqst exactly opposite -the f!lputh of,the River Usk. · 'J.lhe two places are about 
sixteen· ·miies ap�t • .- ?he depth of the 1-rater in-. the Bristol Channel in .that area would 
be about 60 feet, and �t low ,water there are sandbanks • . Another strange little account, 
unfortunately lacking details , but still: interesting • 

. �a":ll. �omas sent a .. cu.tting fror.1 the South Hales .Ech.o, dated 26th. Hay L989, �hich 
·had a slight connection w�th the Bristol Channel. ,_A 'large eGl. was· ·reported to be 

miimm;ing around.the··Ritrer 9gmore in the �entre of Bridgendo It was P.u�gested it was . . ' . .  \ 
a conger that h�d been swept upriver, the five or·six miles, from the Bristol Channel. 
� Wels�.Water Spok�sman said th�t it could be a �ea 2amprey which do go up rivers to 
sp�wn. 

�here was also a report from ?yne �!d Wear, forty niies away from us, in late 
Ju;t.y ).98.9 of � large .ffE?h .being seen. It. was ·said that at the vlildfowl Park at 
Washtngton a larg� flik.e. had dragged a ·�all dog into the water, kil;Ling it and having 

' a good· ·feed ft'om it. 
Pliosam. · ·· 

···'rheo 'Brown, of · the Australian· Division, vlorld Life Research ·Institute, sent a 
copy of the.renly he received from IIr RE 1-lolrtar of the Queensland.lluseum, after he 
had enquired ·a�out the reported finding of Pliosaur fossils. 

·•'Dear' Ifr Brown, l]nfor.tunately there is not (yet) a lot to be said regarding the fossil 
pliesaur recently found· near Richmond, I1.Qld., about which you inquire. Considerable 
pre�·aration .is needed bsfore stud� of the specimen can commence. · 7his study will be 

.carried ou� by my colleague, ·nr Ilary W ade. �e specimen:is'about five metres long, 
and is almost (c.98%) :· complete. Furthermore it was found· . articulat·ed. · Only the skull, 
jaws and cervical vertebrae have been prepared to any degree. ?he slrull has a very 
long snout, rather like that of a freshwater crocodile. Although other pliosaurs are 
charaQterised generally by having a neck that i.s relatively short , thi.s · is not .the 
case in this specimen. It i� apparently relateq to ·such forms as Dolichorhynchops 
and j?rinacromeron, found in north fune.rica: however it belongs to nei�her genus, but 
i�st�ad represents a riew senus. �he specimen �erives ,from ·the latter part of the 
early Cretaceous, .about lOO million years ago •

.
. B.eyond this I · caru'"lot say much, as 

until .tqe specimen is fully prepared there·Bimply isn't much .to say.'' �he letter was 
dated .2�th April. 1990� ?heo ·says· he ·wi1� let us kUow of any developments. He is also 
hoping to visit Loch !less this sum�er, it is ·a long .tim.� si nce h� was over �n the U.K. 
Lake.Charnplain 

' . 

J oe Zarzynski sent a · cutting from 2he !slander, ·Al burg, Vermo:: t newspaper, dated 
17th A�ril 1990. lt was an account of 'the story ·ao far' at Lake Champlain, giving 
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the history and coming to the 'Ilansi photograph', and some of Joe' s work. Nentioning 
sightings, it says that in 1989 there were 4 new sightings and there were 9 ne"' ones 
in 1988. Joe is reported as saying he was fortunate to get the part-time loan of a 
side-scan sonar from Klein Associ ates of 1-Jet;T Hampshire, and also an underwater 
Remotely Operated Vehicle fron Kaselaan & D' .1\ngelo Associates of Hew Jersey. Joe. 
hopes the ROV will find a monster carcass • . �he article says he believes.the�e is more 
than one creature and that they have their mm breeding grounds. He says: "Si_nce all 
things must die there has to be a carcass somewhere." It is some time since I received 
an issue of Joe's newsletter 'Champ. Channelsi; perhaps I am not the only one running 
behind. 

Henry Bauer . 
Henry has been bringing his bi bli ography of writings about Loch Iress up to date. 

�hat brought to mind sone points he wished to share .with us and he wrote as follows: 
"In April, several people fishi ng. off Foyers reported a ne:C�{-sighting. ':be Gray 
photo was obtained near there; so was.?im Dinsdale's film. �he Surgeon's photo was ' 
taken probably only a few oiles south of there. The Hodge film, as at least one other · 

LUI film, was obtained a few miles north, as was the Soith filu. ·Question: Are some 
locations more productive of sightings than others? Ilore specifi cally, is the Foyers 
area particularly producti ve in April? Up to now, I've accepted the widespread notion 
that no time of day or of year, or place in the Loch, is nore likely to be producti ve, 
but now I'm wondering where di d that notion come from? ?o make a long story brief, it 
seems to me that there is r'oom for a reassessment of all sightings and a stat.isti cal 
search for pattern. �he AAS computer study used sightings only 1962-1971; no one yet 
seems to have tried to take all the available information and sift it·. \·li th respect 
to the analogous problem of UFOs, a number of people have produced catalogues and 
statistical analyses. One relevant idea is that by noting all details -'in our case, 
of what was reported as seen, where, when, by how nany people, for how long - it may 
turn out that sightings fall into several classes; and it may even be that one or more 
class·es can then be seen to be the less reliable onee�o Ideally, one would make a 
multi -variate analysis: it is possible, for example, that behaviour patterns change 
with the amount of traffi c on the loch (i .e. different perhaps now than in the 1930s); 
that in April, sightings are more frequent near Foyers but in January somewhere else; 
and so on. Ilo manual sorting, or looking for correlations between only pairs of 
variables, could reveal that sort of �hil:ng.. Of co1:1rse, there will always be consider­
able residual uncertainties, as others have pointed out; for.example, do oore sightings 
mean more people or more surfacings? But some i nteresting things might turn up. 
Usually when people suggest sonething like this, I a�k why don't they do it themselves? 
So why don't I do it? Bec�use there are too u1any other things higher on my priority 
list of projects." I agree with Henry that such an undertaking could produce worth­
while information,· but also realize what a tremendous amount of time and effort would 
be i nvolved. �he programoing of a computer and the corre�ation of information to be 
put in will be quite a task, fraught .with di ffictllti es. For example, Henry mentions 
the Smith film, as being tru��n a few miles north of Foyers. It was, .so�e five or si x 
miles. along the shore; however, .that puts it wi:thin three mi les of Dares. vlhich 
pi geon-hole should it be i n? A very conplicated job, but · one that could give worth-
while results. 

· · 

Henry also sent some items extracted fron 'Scien��' �agazine, along with this 
comments on then. '.'9 February 1990, p.631, 'Fish, mone�'", and scien.ce in Puget Bound'; 
"a 2-acre salmon farm produces as much organic \'laste as a town of 10,000 people"; and 
therefore there is opposi tion to further developQent of fish-farming in Puget Sound. 
Henry's comment: ''Yet i t's bei ng permitted in Lpch He.ss, much more vulnerable than 
Puget Sound which is part of_ the ocean." 10 February 1989, p.?40: "most ocean. water 
is within a few degrees of freezing. 7he thin layer of. surface water that in some. 
places reaches balmy t"emperatures is an excepti on; the world ocean is filled nearly 
to the brim with icy water that got its chill whi l.e at the surface of polar seas." 
But about 45 million years ago, it was about 13 rather thru1 the present 2 degrees, 
about 2500 metres down off Antarctica: "About 45 million years ago, the ocean off 
Antarctica appears to have shifted to the present, coldest-on-the-bottorn structure·." 
Henry's comment: !'Plesiosaurs lived all over the globe, up to about 6o million years 
ago. Such changes would have affected them. If earlier, the surface water was 
cooler than ·lower down, then perhaps the plesiosaurs were comfortable in fairly cool 
\'later. Hence, IJessies in· Loch IJess." 10 I-lar.ch 1989, p.l294: "in small populations • • •  

sma3.1-bodied species \'lill be at greater risk fron extinction than larger· species • • •  

the minimum population size for establishing ne\11 populations • • • was (calculated from 
theory to be) five pairs and from analysis of the British bi rd data, seven: good 



correlation, but both remarkably small". 
· could establish viable populations given 

e.g. in Hess and I:!orar." 
Loch Hess Project. · 

Henry's comment: "Hessies being large, � 
orily a. felf.r individual a· cut off from the seas, 

. Dave f.lartin �ent me two brochures "rhich ·contain the information forming the basis 
of the Project' a·· i)ropo'sa;l.s and ObJectives for its research programme· for the next two. 
or three years. '.Th.e fir·st, · 'Loch IJess Research Programr.re' is intended for the academic 
world; Dave has

.
wiitten :to �1 ·the Un�versities in the U.K., sending th� a copy and of 

t.he paper he wrdte '.tii th .1\drian 'Loch ·IJess Habitats O b�erved by Sbnar and Underwater .­

?elevisi®'. 'i.bey are hoping this will ihvi te a.ctiv�· collaboration from lecturers, 
professors, etc. , for a pelagic ecological study of Loch IIess. 'J.'hen there was a 
brochure for the lay-volunt.�er, �ho it is hoped by spending on.e or two weeks of their 

· time. will collect t�e nec.es�.ary ba�Jcground data during that_,\.,ork.· .7eams of volunteers 
will be·involved-continuously during the summer- coliecting .data,. and �cademics will 
visit at regular intervals . :t 9' co�du�t particular experiments and have· the . .  background 
data at hand. 7hat is the intention. Dave says. it will be interest�ng to see how it 
works in.·practice. As academics are slo� and cautious to respond to new ideas and 
proposals and grants for doi�g such work: are hard .. to come by, s� the whole process 
may take · longer than envisaged. . pav.e may . . be i n  Sc9tland in Augi.tst, meanwhil� there is 
plenty of Project work.to be conducted without the need to actually be at the loch. 
\'li th t�e volunteer's brochure is .� b�old.ng form and on the . back there .are 'i'erms and 
Conditions. Volunteers undertru{e_to cont�ibute to th� worl� o� the Project to the best 
of their abi lity. �here is a Copyright clause; very much the same as that with the 
old Loch Uess Investigation; all,· films,. photographic materials, research materials, 
notes, drawings, sketches, e�c. , anythi

.
ng .capable ·of c·opyright protection- will be 

vested.in the Project. Zhe Project is centred at Lennie House, which will be run as·a 
self-catering establieh�ent.- However, ·part of. the char€e contributes to the hire of a 
housekeeper/ cook. ':i?he .cost is giy�� as £158. per person at Le:1nie fbuse, ·includes full 
board, or·£1.58 per person at the. Cl·ansma.n Hotel; bed & breakfast {only, lunch and dinner 
extra. ?here is not an address given on the fo�, .but fo� a�yone interested, this 
season or co�ing �easone, �ontacting Adt:"ien SrJ.ne,.·c/o .Clansman Hotel, &ochness Side, 
Inverness, Scotland, should·bring you all the necessary information.· 

Loch Ness Research Pr ogrernme . 
�he LOch Hess and r1orar Project is seeking active collaboration for a·2-3 year 

pelagic ecologiceJ_ . study of Loch IIess, Scotland, organised to start in f-lay 1990. 
Objective�: (1) �o maintain a fixed pela.gic monitoring station, observi ng as many 
aspects of seasonal: change within t�e epilimnion as possible and in particular to dis ­

cover the relationships-between physical ·factors ahd the·.distribution, t�ansport and 
migrat.ion of .�he · 

biornas·s. {2) �o define the extE;lnt to which acoustic methods can 
diagnose. the above ·parameters and' ·to develop reliable cr.i teria for interpreting and 
separating them. I-Iethoda: ':i:he mid-loch s.t�t':ion, · a 34 fobt flush-decked motor cruiser 
¥ill be two point moored in 200 _m· of we.te·r 6 l<rn fr.om the. nortl:J.ern end, opposite the 
harbour cf the New Clansman Hotel. Continuous echo-sounding of the water column at 
the station will monitor physical and biological events within .it and frequent sampling 
should_ascertain the correct interpretation of these interactions. Basel�ne measure­
ments will be made on physi,cal and chemical parameters including:. temperature; light 
and turbidity; currents; pH; ·dissolved· ge.se�; metals.· Aspects of species composition,­
abunda nce, prodti'ctivity, and di's'tribution of phytopla..l'lkton, zooplankton and fish 
populat'ions will be studied. It may also

.
be possible to conduct-mobile sampling runs 

along th� length of the loch. 'What We Are Offering: �he project will -act as hosts to 
collabora�ors, providing the offshore station, boats; some of the measuring instru­
mentation' onshore accommodation ' v6luntary •'personnel and ten years of on-site 
experience. ?he facili tie·s· a.yailable within the Programme· also offer ideal oppor­
tunities for r;e�d course and stud�nt projects. 'In. return·, ·r:t."'he Project, which is run 
by volunteers, hopes:to benefit from collapoation with specialist researchers in all 
aspect� of limnology. �he Loch Ueas and Ilorar.Project would expect to be·acknowledged 
in any publications. '£he brochure goes on to list reasons why Loch Hess is a 
particularly su:i.ta.ble Site for ·the study o·f physical-biological interactions. �his 
inttiative· by the PToject to involve academics of the 'establishment' in the study of 
.Loch Ness is an interesting move. I hope it leads to increased scientific investi­
ga�ion· of. ·the loch, �d w�th more people doing such worl�; ·who knows? 

.Well . . in �: couple of weeks. we wl.�l be ·at the loch for 6ur holidays, Abriach;an as 
usual. · l1eanwhile, ·pl:ease remember your:: news and views· are always needed. ?he address: 

.� ·� _Hepple, ·7 Hu?t.shieldford, St Jo.hns Chapel, BishoP .. Auckland, Co Durham DL13 lRQ. 
'i'el:· 03� .'53?�59�· .Subs: Ul( £2.; 75, .·north· America $9 •. 00� · ·· . · Rip 


